HENLEY PARISH COUNCIL
"Creating a spirit within our community that is always
friendly & welcoming."
Clerk: Rod Caird, 26 Church Lane, Henley IP6 0RQ
Tel: 01473 831172
Email: henleyparishcouncil@gmail.com

Minutes of Henley Parish Council Meeting December 2, 2014
8.00pm Henley Community Centre
Public
Discussion
and Reports

Cllr John Field reported ongoing discussions about Otley
College coaches and their speed, road use and route; a request
for speed limits round Barham Green; the need to subscribe to
faster broadband service once the high-speed fibre is available;
the fact that the incinerator is now fully commissioned; and the
promise of progress on Henley square speed signage.
Cllr John Whitehead reported on the ongoing MSDC
accommodation debate; new council house building in Gt
Blakenham; waste recycling which now includes items such as
Tetrapaks, books, pots and pans; consultation on the
Community Infrastructure levy, and a ban on Chinese lanterns
and helium balloons on council property.
The police report referred to problems with traffic and parking
around Five Ways Corner especially around school drop off and
pick up times for the Debenham School bus service. Members
of the public also raised this question, expressing concerns about
safety and the ability of the garage business to function
properly. Cllr Field agreed to find out whether it is possible for
the buses to use the Community Centre car park to pick up and
drop off.
It was also felt the Community Centre car park should be used
by parents dropping off and collecting from Henley Primary
School.
Cllr Martin Redbond sent his apologies.
Present: Kevin Griggs (chair), Stephen Brock, Andrew Knight, Rod
Caird (Clerk)
Four members of the public were present.

1/021214

Apologies for Absence
Mike Briggs, Bryan Marks

2/021214

Declarations of Interest
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None
3/021214

Requests for Dispensation
None

4/021214

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on October 7, 2014
The minutes were approved.

5/021214

To Co-opt Hannah Bennett as a Parish Councillor
Agreed

6/071014

To discuss progress reports as follows:
•
•

•

•

•
•
7/021214

Henley Square traffic signage: plans are due in approx.
two weeks
First aid course and defibrillator purchase: it was agreed to
book a Red Cross two-evening first aid course at a cost
of £300, and to purchase a defibrillator subject to
agreement with Andrew Deptford at a cost of £1,674
including VAT.
Tyre storage at Five Ways Garage: this was discussed
during the public session and assurances were given that
the matter is in hand.
Bottle bank location: MSDC rejected siting of a bottle
bank at the Wellfield car park so this proposal is shelved
for the moment, there being no other suitable location.
Sunday bus service: Clerk to write to County Council re
reduced service rather than cancellation.
Land usage round Community Centre and Five Year Plan:
held for next meeting.

Rod Caird

Rod Caird

To consider concerns about traffic congestion on Church Lane
outside the entrance to the Church
Clerk to contact Highways re road markings.

8/021214

Rod Caird

Rod Caird

To consider any planning applications and in particular an
anticipated application for change of use at the Cross Keys
None received as yet. A special meeting will be called to discuss
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the Cross Keys application when it arrives.
9/021214

To consider necessary repair costs at the Community Centre
play area as advised by Playquip
Agreed to ask Playquip to carry out most of the recommended
repairs at a cost of £1,944.10 plus VAT, the remaining two items to
be resolved locally.

10/021214

To consider the financial report as follows:
1. Current position and budget report: bank balances are
approx. £19,518.17 and the 2014/15 budget is on track.
New items including Playquip repairs, defibrillator purchase
and tree survey outcome may reduce the parish reserves
which in 2015/16 are likely to reduce to around £11,000.
2. Due payments were made to Rod Caird (clerk pay) £116.24
and Playquip (safety report) £144.00.
3. A budget proposal for 2015/16 was tabled for discussion;
the precept application needs to be made by the end of
January.
4. The outcome of the tree survey by Carman4Trees was
discussed and it was agreed to carry out work in February
on the cluster of trees at the corner of Old Hall Close and
Church Lane, and the lime trees at the Main Road end of
Church Lane, at a cost of £1,580. Carman4Trees will also
be asked to take on the role of Parish Council tree warden.

11/021214

Rod Caird

Urgent matters to be brought to the attention of the Parish
Council
•
•

12/021214

Rod Caird

The footpath adjacent to Pearson’s Place is in very poor
condition.
The tree on private property on the corner of Church
Meadows and Ashbocking Road needs attention as it is
causing visibility problems.

To confirm the date of the next meeting
Monday January 12, 2015 at 7.30pm in the Community Centre.
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