HENLEY PARISH COUNCIL
"Creating a spirit within our community that is always
friendly & welcoming."
Clerk: Rod Caird, 26 Church Lane, Henley IP6 0RQ
Tel: 01473 831172
Email: henleyparishcouncil@gmail.com

Minutes of Henley Parish Council Meeting July 20, 2015
7.30pm Henley Community Centre
Public
Discussion

Cllr James Caston had sent apologies; Cllrs John Field and
John Whitehead were present together with three members of
the public.
It was noted that the owner of the Cross Keys has formally
informed MSDC of his intention to dispose of the property and
that this had triggered the Community Asset process. Public
notices would be displayed about the timetable.
It was agreed the next agenda would include an item about
PCSO funding. A written police report was presented
indicating two crimes since the last meeting.
Cllr Whitehead’s report drew attention to the fact that the May
election means that 40% of the district councillors are new;
that Mid Suffolk’s priorities are Economy and Environment,
Housing, and Strong and Healthy Communities. It is intended
that the Council will adopt a Community Infrastructure Levy
(CIL) later this year. The Council is still looking at new office
accommodation proposals.
Cllr Field’s report highlighted changes in adult social care
legislation; the £72,000 cap on an individual’s payment for
care will not be introduced until 2020.
There are still problems with the performance by Keir of its
highways contract with the county and this will be reviewed
again.
Cllr Field will contribute £2,000 to the cost of a VAS to be
shared between Henley and Hemingstone, with new posts to
be installed in Henley. Speed limits are being considered for
Ashbocking crossroads and will be argued for in Henley
Square as well.
A discussion took place about the condition of Clay Lane
following a site meeting with Highways Dept officers. The
lane is being gradually widened as a result of damage to the
verges and ditches caused by heavy vehicles, especially
buses and coaches. Follow up is needed with Highways and
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the case needs to be made for smaller vehicles to operate the
Otley College contracts.
Present: Kevin Griggs (chair), Stephen Brock, Keith
Lawrance, Martin Redbond, Graham Doyle, Rod Caird
(Clerk)
1/200715

Apologies and Approvals of Absence
Bryan Marks had sent his apologies and his absence was
approved.

2/200715

Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensation
None

3/200715

To approve as accurate the Minutes of the Meetings
held on June 22 and May 18, 2015
Approved

4/200715

To discuss progress reports as follows:
Henley Square and Ashbocking Road speeding: it was
agreed to proceed with the traffic calming signage for Henley
Square proposed by Highways Dept at a cost of £3,631.18, to
be funded from Cllr Field’s locality quality of life budget.

Faulty Vehicle Activated Sign on Main Road: it was
agreed to contribute £500 to the cost of a VAS, shared
between Henley and Hemingstone on an agreed
schedule, with two new posts in Henley which will be
funded from Cllr Field’s budget.
Henley Square broadband provision: chairman will
liaise with Henley Square residents to explore take-up of
the proposed commercial relay service.
Henley Primary School parking issues and proposed
footpath from Community Centre car park: Martin
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Redbond agreed to progress this project on behalf of the
PC with interested parties and to report to the next
meeting.
Clay Lane traffic and road condition following
Highways dept meeting: as discussed during the public
section of the meeting; Clerk to follow up.
Change of use planning application at the Cross
Keys pub: noted that the planning application had been
refused (see also the public discussion section of the
meeting).
Parish noticeboards at the bus stop and Henley
Square: Clerk to report to the next meeting on
proposals to improve the noticebards.
5/200715

To discuss the Henley Christmas fair in 2015.
It was agreed the chairman would approach a possible
organizer in the village for this event.

6/200715

Payments due and financial report, including the
internal audit from 2014/15
Noted that SALC’s internal audit recommended adoption of
standing orders and financial regulations; attachment of the
annual budget to the minutes of the approving meeting;
inclusion of an “insured value” column on the asset register;
initialling invoices as well as cheque stubs at the time of
payment.
Current balance at bank is £13,707.50. Keith Lawrance is
now a cheque signatory and arrangements have been made
for internet banking. It was agreed the Clerk is authorised to
maintain a working balance in the main account and to keep
as much as possible in the interest-bearing direct access
account.
Payments were made to MSDC (£87.50, uncontested election
costs)) and Rod Caird (£153.45.00, clerk pay).
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7/200715

To confirm the date of the next meeting as Tuesday
September 15, 2015 at 7.30pm
Confirmed.
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