HENLEY PARISH COUNCIL
"Creating a spirit within our community that is always
friendly & welcoming."
Clerk: Rod Caird, 26 Church Lane, Henley IP6 0RQ
Tel: 01473 831172
Email: henleyparishcouncil@gmail.com

Minutes of Henley Parish Council AGM May 18, 2015
7.30pm Henley Community Centre
Public
Discussion

A discussion about the condition of Clay Lane and damage to the verges
and ditches caused by heavy traffic led to an agreement for the clerk to
seek a site meeting with the county highways team. John Field
presented his County Councillor’s report, which will be published on the
website in full. James Caston, newly elected to the District Council
following the retirement of Martin Redbond, presented his report, drawing
attention to the availability of grant funding from SITA, operator of the Gt
Blakenham incinerator. A written police report was read out to the
meeting and the clerk agreed to encourage police attendance at the next
meeting.
Present: Kevin Griggs, Bryan Marks, Keith Lawrance, Graham
Doyle, Rod Caird (Clerk)
Eight members of the public were present, as well as Cllrs John
Whitehead, James Caston and John Field. Apologies were received
from the Police.

1/180515

Election of Chair for 2015/16
Kevin Griggs was elected chairman without contest, prior to the public
discussion. He thanked Mike Briggs, who has retired from the Council,
for his service and welcomed Keith Lawrance and Graham Doyle as new
members. James Caston was welcomed as a new MSDC councillor and
Martin Redbond was thanked for his service to the community.

2/180515

Apologies for absence and approvals
Steve Brock sent his apologies due to work pressure and his absence
was approved.

3/180515

Declarations of interest and requests for
dispensation
None

4/180515

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on March 9,
2015
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The minutes were approved.
5/180515

To discuss progress reports as follows
• Henley Square speeding A new speed survey had been conducted
by the County during the week of May 5 showing average speeds
of 39mph through the Square. Over 1,000 vehicles used the
route and at the top end of the scale, five cars a day passed
through the village at speeds in excess of 60mph. Clerk agreed
to contact Ashbocking Parish Council in order to develop a
collaborative campaign for a speed limit on the whole stretch of
road from Otley College to Henley.
• Henley Square broadband A plan is being developed to supply faster
broadband to Henley Square via a commercial microwave link
from the Community Centre via a tall structure midpoint.
• Henley Primary School parking A meeting between MSDC
communities officer Stephanie Osborne and the school with input
from the police has opened up again the possibility of a footpath
from the Community Centre car park to the rear of the school. To
be further discussed and examined with landowners.
• Bottle bank installation Now in place in the Community Centre car
park for a trial period to test acceptability and tidiness. Revenues
to be kept separate for dedicated use.
• Playground repairs Complete and paid for, with thanks to Ivan Page
for additional footpath works.
• Co-option of additional councillors One volunteer – Martin
Redbond – has come forward and this can be pursued after the
formal process of advertising the two vacancies and inviting
residents to request an election.

•

Henley Christmas Fair 2015 To be discussed in the context of it
being a Parish Council event.
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6/180515

Financial report, presentation of the annual accounts
for 2014/15 and payments due
The annual accounts, showing a closing balance at March 31, 2015 of
£12,251 were approved for internal and external audit and signed by the
chairman together with the risk assessment and asset register which now
includes the new shelter for the bottle bank and the defibrillator. Due
payments were made to: Rod Caird (stationery expenses) £81.35; MSDC
(dog bin emptying) £102; Kevin Griggs (food for litter pick) £9.79; SALC
(subscription) £227; Rod Caird (salary) £103.95.
It was agreed to add Keith Lawrance as a bank signatory.

7/180515

Urgent matters to be brought to the attention of the
Parish Council
None

8/180515

Date of next meeting
Monday July 13, 2015 at 7.30pm in the Community Centre

Annual Parish Meeting
1/180515apm

Apologies for absence
Mike Briggs and Kay Swinger

2/180515apm

Chairman’s welcome, introduction and report on
2014/15
Kevin Griggs presented his report which will be published in full on the
website.

3/180515apm

Village Organisation reports:
Reports were read and presented from the WI, Senior Citizens, St
Peter’s Church, Henley Players, the Community Centre, the HOGS,
WEA, Bowls Club, Folk Nights, Friends of Rede Wood and Henley
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Athletic Football Club.
All the reports will be published in full on the website. It was noted in
discussion that there are many thriving activities in Henley and that
representatives of the school and pre-school would also be very welcome
in future. Parish Councillors were thanked for the work they do across
the year.
4/180515apm

Date of Next Meeting
Monday May 16, 2016 at 7.30pm
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